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1. COURSE OBJECTIVES

Traditionally, international law was the law that governed the conduct of States in their
relations with each other. Gradually, international law has also come to govern
individuals, international organizations and even corporations. In today’s globalizing
world, it has emerged as one of the significant subjects for study. It is not an
exaggeration to state that international law affects every person living on the globe.

In the light of the growing importance of international law, it is not only desirable but
also imperative for students to have a thorough knowledge of the subject. Hence, the
primary objective of this course is to generate and sustain an interest to study
international law in the minds of the students.

As the students are already familiar with the basics of international law, this course will
take their study one notch higher with the introduction of a very important branch of
international law i.e. international criminal law.

The objectives of the course, in particular, are as follows:

e Provide students with an understanding of the development of international criminal
law

e Elucidate on the international crimes of war crimes, genocide, crimes against
humanity, aggression, torture and terrorism

e Provide students with an understanding of international criminal trials

e Discuss various international criminal tribunals and courts including Nuremberg
Tribunal, Tokyo Tribunal, ICTY, ICTR, ICC and mixed tribunals

2. TEACHING METHODOLOGY

The teaching methodology shall aim at the generation of critical thinking among the
students. The topic for a particular class shall be informed to the students beforehand and
readings shall be assigned to them for the said topic. They are expected to have a basic
idea about the topic prior to the class. Subsequent to a brief lecture on the topic, there
shall be class discussion on the same as well as on the readings assigned. Pursuant to the
class discussion, the teacher shall substantiate the issues raised and answer any questions
posed or left unanswered. Topics shall also be assigned to be students for presentation in
class to develop their teaching learning abilities. Movie reviews substantiating their
importance to the course syllabus is a novel feature of this class.

3. COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES

At the completion of the course, it is humbly expected that the students shall:

e Comprehend the subject matter of the course

e Be able to analyze contemporary international criminal law problems in the light of
the concepts learnt

e Be able to articulate their ideas on the subject matter of the course

e Produce at least one research paper of publishable quality

e Desire to take up international law for further studies



4. COURSE EVALUATION METHOD

The Course shall be assessed out of 200 marks. The impetus is on Continuous
Assessment. The Evaluation scheme is as follows:
Internal Assessment 70% (140 marks)

Semester End Examination 30% (60 marks)

Sl | Marks Distribution

No.
1 | Project Work 40 marks
2 | Seminar/Group Discussion 20 marks
3 | Assignment/Assessment 30 marks
4 | Mid-Semester Test 40 marks
5 | Attendance in class 10 marks
6 | Semester End Examination 60 marks

5. DETAILED STRUCTURE OF THE COURSE (SPECIFYING COURSE MODULES
AND SUB-MODULES)

MODULE I
e Tracing the development of International Criminal Tribunals

=  Post-World War |
= Post-World War 11
= Post-Cold War

¢ International Military Tribunals

= International Military Tribunal (Nuremberg Tribunal)
= International Military Tribunal for the Far East (Tokyo Tribunal)

e UN Ad hoc Tribunals

= International Tribunal for the Prosecution of Persons Responsible for Serious
Violations of International Humanitarian Law Committed in the Territory of the
Former Yugoslavia since 1991 (ICTY)

= International Criminal Tribunal for the Prosecution of Persons Responsible for
Genocide and Other Serious Violations of International Humanitarian Law
Committed in the Territory of Rwanda and Rwandan Citizens responsible for



genocide and other such violations committed in the territory of neighbouring
States, between 1 January 1994 and 31 December 1994 (ICTR)

MODULE 11

Evolution of the International Criminal Court

=  Developments prior to the Rome Conference
= The Rome Conference

= Negotiations at the Rome Conference

= Signatories

=  Opposition

= Court becoming operational

Jurisdiction

= Temporal (ratione temporis) jurisdiction

= Personal (ratione personae) jurisdiction

= Territorial (ratione loci) jurisdiction

= Acceptance of jurisdiction by a non-party State
= Subject-matter (ratione materiae) jurisdiction

=  Admissibility

= Triggering of jurisdiction

Crimes before the ICC

=  War Crimes

= Crimes Against Humanity
= Genocide

= Aggression

MODULE IIT

International Criminal Court

= Composition of Court

=  Administration of Court
= Investigation

= Prosecution

= Pre-trial
=  Trial
= Appeal

=  Revision
= Penalties
=  Enforcement of sentence



MODULE IV

Hybrid or Mixed Tribunals

= Special Court for Sierra Leone

= East Timor Special Panels for Serious Crimes

= Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia
=  War Crimes Chamber for Bosnia and Herzegovina
= Regulation 64 Panels of Kosovo

= Special Tribunal for Lebanon

=  War Crimes Tribunal of Bangladesh

= Supreme Iraqi Criminal Tribunal
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